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Anyone who knows me, knows I am an
unabashed promoter of Kansas. While
some assume, because of my position,

it’s all about revenue, I will tell you that it’s
not. Don’t get me wrong, I am committed to
ensuring this agency is adequately funded,
and that the revenues we bring in are rein-
vested in conservation and the promotion of
recreational opportunities. And I understand
that revenue generated by those who travel to
enjoy our wild resources help keep rural com-
munities alive and incentivize resource conser-
vation. However, I promote Kansas because I
believe in it and see many who don’t appre-
ciate what we have.
     That’s why I enjoy the January/February
photo issue of this magazine. I love to see
pretty pictures as much as the next guy, but I
think assembling spectacular images of
Kansas wildlife and wild places reminds us of
what we have. It might remind us of things we
take for granted but it might also allow us to
discover wild places in Kansas we didn’t
know existed.
     I’ve never been an avid duck hunter, but I
can understand why many are so passionate
about Cheyenne Bottoms. It is a hunters’ and
birders’ utopia. In December, a wildlife biolo-
gist who’s spent most of his nearly 40-year
career working at the Bottoms talked in awe
about witnessing a flock of more than 20,000
snow geese land on one of the pools. Maybe
that’s the mark of a truly amazing wild place –
when it continues to surprise and inspire us.
The department manages many of these wild
places.
     We have 26 state parks scattered around the
state, and each provides a unique outdoor
experience along with a variety of outdoor

recreation opportunities. There are trails for
hikers, bikers, and horse riders, access to
fishing and water sports on reservoirs, and
just wild space in which to relax and recharge.
And if you’re not a camper or don’t own an
RV, Kansas state parks have more than 100
cabins for rent, many with full amenities.
     Growing up in Western Kansas, I found my
wild in wide-open spaces with 10-mile views,
shortgrass prairie and a work ethic that helps
feed the nation. I never get tired of the Western
Kansas sunsets. And this open landscape sup-
ports abundant wildlife and holds treasures
such as Big Basin, Clark County State Fishing
Lake, Lake Scott State Park, Castle Rock, and
more. I can describe these wild places and we
can show photographs in this magazine, but
they need to be seen first-hand to be under-
stood and appreciated. Some things, like
20,000 snow geese spinning out of the sky or a
Lane County crimson sunset, have to be expe-
rienced.
     We promote Kansas because travel and
tourism is important to our state’s economy.
But I also promote Kansas because I am proud
of the state I was born and raised in, and I
want to share it with others. Kansas is unique
because of its diversity and how different the
landscape is from east to west. And while I
believe our natural resources are our greatest
treasure, the Kansas people are equally impor-
tant. I don’t think I can recall a conversation
with someone visiting Kansas for the first time
when they didn’t remark about the friendly
people they encountered. 
     So join me in enjoying this issue celebrating
Kansas’ wild places. I hope you have a few
you call your own, and that this issue helps
you discover a new wild place or two.

with Robin Jennison

Appreciate Your Wild
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Front Cover: A striped skunk tramples through fresh, powdery snow. Bob Gress photo. Inside Front Cover: An
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     Renowned photographer and
environmentalist, Ansel Adams said “We
either have wild places or we don't. We admit
the spiritual-emotional validity of wild,
beautiful places or we don't. We have a
philosophy of simplicity of experience in these
wild places or we don't. We admit an almost
religious devotion to the clean exposition of
the wild, natural earth or we don't.”
     I hope the first parts of those sentences
describe you, and that you can attest to the
power of wild, beautiful places.
     The "Find Your Wild" photo issue is an
attempt to showcase the many places and ways
in which Kansans connect with the outdoors. I
“find my wild” in a Barber County duck blind
on an overcast day with my black Lab, Kota,
on my right, and my fiancé, Jon, on my left.
Somebody else might find their wild amid the
marshes of Cheyenne Bottoms with a field
guide in hand, admiring a shorebird; others,
hiking a trail winding through one of our
scenic state parks, naming plants and trees
along the way.
     Whether your definition of wild is miles
from cell service, just outside of town, or in
your very own backyard, I hope you find
yourself there in 2016.

Nadia Marji
Managing Editor
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Smoky Valley Ranch
Logan County

Bob Gress
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Wilson Lake
Russell County
Judd Patterson

Smoky Valley Ranch
Logan County
Judd Patterson
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Smoky Valley Ranch
Logan County
Judd Patterson

Swift Fox
Logan County
Bob Gress
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Konza Prairie
Riley County

Judd Patterson

Vinland
Douglas County

Jon Blumb
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Clinton Reservoir
Douglas County
Jon Blumb
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Konza Prairie Sumac

Riley County

Judd Patterson
9
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Stull
Douglas County

Jon Blumb

Barred Owlets
Miami County

Bob Gress
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Konza Prairie Spring
Riley County
Judd Patterson

Indigo Bunting
Douglas County
Bob Gress
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Goose Hunt
Miami County
Benton Boyd
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Tallgrass Prairie National Preserve
Chase County
Judd Patterson
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Short-eared Owl

Barton County

Bob Gress
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Porcupine

Barber County

Jay M
iller
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Swainson’s Hawk
Barton County
Dan Witt

Snowy Plover
Barton County
Bob Gress
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Red-tailed Hawk
Sedgwick County

Bob Gress

Mourning Doves
Sedgwick County

Bob Gress
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Greater Roadrunner

Barber County

Bob Gress
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Red Hills
Barber County

Jay Miller

Cheyenne Bottoms
Barton County
Karole Erikson
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Eastern Screech Owl
Sedgwick County

Bob Gress
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W
ilson’s Snipe

Barton County

Jay M
iller
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Merlin
Barton County
Jay Miller
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Snowy Owl
Butler County

Bob Gress



32

Roseate Spoonbill
Barton County
Bob Gress



33



34

Lesser Prairie Chicken
Kiowa County
Bob Gress
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Hunter
Ness County

Jon Blumb
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Lesser Prairie Chickens
Kiowa County
Bob Gress
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Winning Entries

    This special section features winning
entries from the 2015 “Wild About Kansas”
photography contest. A total of 124 partici-
pants submitted work this year in hopes of
landing on the pages of Kansas Wildlife &
Parks magazine. Twenty-four of those photog-
raphers are featured here.
    Photos were judged based on creativity,
composition, subject matter, lighting, and
overall sharpness. The 2015 “Wild About
Kansas” award winners are as follows: 

Wildlife
Adult................................................................
    1st- Tony Pianalto,“Sumac Buck”
    2nd- Chuck Gibson,“Great Blue Heron”
    3rd- Dale Roark,“Towhee”
    Honorable Mention- Aaron Thompson, 
    “Focused Eagle”

Youth...............................................................
    1st- Amelia Kilmer,“Monarch”
    2nd- Ross Ifland,“Upland Sandpiper”
    3rd- Christina Craig,“Halloween Pennant”
    Honorable Mention- Julien 
    Reynard,“Moonlight Geese”

Landscape
Adult................................................................
    1st- Aaron Thompson,“Wood Skeleton”
    2nd- Tony Ifland,“Dewy Prairie Morning”
    3rd- Robert Dilla,“Foggy Sunrise”
    Honorable Mention- Jay Miller,“Kansas 
    Night Sky”

Youth.........................................................
   1st- Christina Craig,“Almost Spring”
   2nd- Grace Young,“Marais des Cygnes”
   3rd- Amelia Kilmer,“Tree Arch”
  Honorable Mention- Julien 

         Reynard,“Sunset in The Spring”

Outdoor Recreation
Adult................................................................
    1st- Tony Ifland,“Duck Season Training”
    2nd- Darrell Skrdlant,“Flying High”
    3rd- Ken Brunson,“Sylvie Spots 
    Mushrooms”
    Honorable Mention- Chuck Gibson,“Gone 
    Fishin’”

Youth...............................................................
    1st- Katelyn Ifland,“Camping Moonrise”
    2nd- Callie Bowley,“Kansas Winter Trout”
    3rd- Christina Craig,“Fishing on Glass”
    Honorable Mention- Andrew 
    Fischer,“Hunting Sunset” 

   Details on the 2016 contest will be made
available after the New Year on
ksoutdoors.com, and in Kansas Wildlife &
Parks magazine. Staff invite you to partici-
pate and show others what makes you Wild
About Kansas.
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Wildlife- Adult
1st: Tony Pianalto (top)
2nd: Chuck Gibson (upper left)
3rd: Dale Roark (upper right)
Honorable Mention: 
Aaron Thompson (left)



Wildlife- Youth
1st: Amelia Kilmer (top)

2nd: Ross Ifland (upper left)
3rd: Christina Craig (upper right)

Honorable Mention: 
Julien Reynard (right)
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Landscape- Adult
1st: Aaron Thompson (top)
2nd: Tony Ifland (upper left)
3rd: Robert Dilla (upper right)
Honorable Mention: 
Jay Miller (left)
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1st: Christina Craig (top)
2nd: Grace Young (upper left)
3rd: Amelia Kilmer (upper right)

Honorable Mention: 
Julien Reynard (right)

L
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1st: Tony Ifland (top)
2nd: Darrell Skrdlant (upper left)
3rd: Ken Brunson (upper right)
Honorable Mention: 
Chuck Gibson (left)
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1st: Katelyn Ifland (top)
2nd: Callie Bowley (upper left)
3rd: Christina Craig (upper right)
Honorable Mention: 
Andrew Fischer (left)
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Backlash
with Mike Miller

I’ve found my wild in Kansas.
In fact, in the past 40 years, I’ve
found many special wild

places. Even so, I’m continually
amazed when I find a new wild
place I didn’t know existed. 
    One of the first wild places I
found was a 10-acre farm pond
tucked into the rolling grasslands
south of Greensburg. The
Greenleaf family shared this little
piece of paradise, and I fell in love
with it before we even moved to
Kansas. I remember family picnics
at the lake when we were visiting
relatives in Greensburg. Of course,
I remember the fishing. 
    When we moved to
Greensburg, our family was fortu-
nate enough to get one of the lim-
ited leases on the pond. In fact, a
fishing lease on the Greenleaf
pond was my eighth-grade gradu-
ation present; one of the best I’ve
ever received. 
    I still remember a family picnic
to Clark State Fishing Lake the
first summer we moved to
Greensburg. I remember catching
a bass, but I don’t think I fully
appreciated the beauty of this
prairie oasis until later years. It is
truly a spectacular view when you
crest the hill on the east side of the
canyon the lake nestles in and just
before dropping down, you can
see blue water surrounded by
rugged prairie bluffs on all sides. I
love that place. 
    The sandhill prairie in northern
Pratt County has a special place in
my heart. When I moved to Pratt
32 years ago, I didn’t have any
private land to hunt on, but I
found the 4,000-acre Pratt
Sandhills Wildlife Area more than

a c c o m m o -
dating. It is big
bluestem, little
b l u e s t e m ,
swi tchgrass ,
Indian grass
and sand love
grass, dotted
with sandhill
plum thickets
and remnant
she l terbe l t s .
I’ve hunted
deer, doves,
turkeys, quail
and pheasants on this land, and
whether my game bag was empty
or heavy after a hunt, I always
came home recharged. The Pratt
Sandhills is my wild. 
    There’s an easy to overlook
200-acre plot in southern Pratt
County where I’ve spent more
hours sitting in a treestand than I
care to admit. The landowner has
been more than generous,
allowing me access to hunt deer
for more than 25 falls. It’s an
island of wildlife habitat in a sea
of farmland, and it has been my
sanctuary in October and early
November. The CRP grass and
overgrown tree rows hold just
about every indigenous species,
but it attracts deer and they attract
me. Like a wildlife voyeur
perched in my treestand, I’ve wit-
nessed Cooper ’s hawks chase
quail, bobcats hunt, porcupines
trundle along, turkeys clumsily fly
up to roost, young bucks practice
sparring, and old bucks search for
does. I’ve felt my heart nearly
explode from my chest when a
mature white-tailed buck walked
into bow range. And I’ve felt

grateful satisfaction when a hunt
was successful. It’s not far from
town, but it takes me away when
I’m there.
    My favorite wild is what some
would call a pasture in southern
Kiowa County. But it’s much more
than a pasture to me. I am com-
pletely beholden to the
landowners who have allowed me
access to this grassland treasure
that is bisected by a small but
completely dependable creek.
Beavers dammed the creek and
created a “slough” that covers
several acres. Even when the
recent drought was at its most
critical stage, the creek and slough
were flowing with fresh water.
The creek bottom is dotted with
cottonwoods, Russian olives and
hackberry trees, and the uplands
are pristine native grasses and
plum thickets. I spend most of my
time there hunting quail or ducks,
but I’m really there to reacquaint
myself with this land. It’s a special
place, and just being there is
always enough.
   Yep. I’ve found my Kansas

wild. Have you found yours?

Where’s Your Wild?



The Nature Conservancy in Kansas
2420 NW Button Road
Topeka, KS 66618
(785) 233-4400

Visit us online at: nature.org/kansas

Find us on TNCKansas
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